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their extra time with Zada and her brother. Both children were adopted when their parents were in their 
40s. Yesterday, Zada told everyone about a recent family trip to a museum. Annie’s parents are divorced. 
Her father lives halfway across the country with his new wife and Annie’s new baby sister. Annie’s 
mother works first shift at the local hospital as a nurse’s aide and spends several evenings a week 
socializing with friends.

Mr. Abbott moves over to the block area. He notices that Tyler and Tanner are building a tall tower. Erica 
begins to place more blocks on the tower, but Tyler shouts, “That one doesn’t go there!” The loud shout 
startles Erica, who bumps the tower, and all the blocks come tumbling down.

Tanner yells, “You did that on purpose. We told you that girls aren’t supposed to play with blocks.”

“Yeah,” adds Tyler, “you ruined everything!”

Erica begins to cry. Tyler adds, “See, you are just a little cry baby. Cry baby. Cry baby . . . .”

“Boys, I want you to stop talking to Erica that way,” interjects Mr. Abbott. “I saw the whole thing, and 
Erica didn’t mean to knock down the tower. How do you think she feels when you make fun of her like 
that?”

Tyler jumps in, “Well, she’s probably sad, but that’s not our fault. We didn’t knock down the tower.”

“Maybe she’s sad because you were 
blaming her for an accident and then calling 
her a cry baby,” says Mr. Abbott. “Wouldn’t 
you be sad too if someone blamed you and 
called you a cry baby?” he asks.

“I wouldn’t care,” answers Tanner.

Mr. Abbott comments in his observation 
notes that Tyler is always quick to blame 
others yet rarely takes responsibility for his 
own actions. Mr. Abbott thinks about how 
all the children have difficulty understand-
ing how another child might feel, but some 
have more trouble than others.

ASSESS:
1.	 How typical are the behaviors in this classroom?

2.	 Why do you think some children are so eager to be helpful and to share while other children 
are so quick to assign blame and respond in a negative manner?

3.	 How do you think the gender of each child plays a role in his or her behaviors?
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